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INTRODUCTION 

AS Almighty God established Joseph, son of the patriarch Jacob in Egypt, 
and made him governor of the land, in order that he might supply his 
people when they came to want the necessities of life—so when the time 
appointed to send His only Son upon earth had arrived, He chose another 
Joseph, of whom the first Joseph was the type, and, making him lord and 
chief of His house and goods, chose him as guardian of His greatest treas-
ures. 

So, also, He united to him the Immaculate Virgin Mary, of whom was 
born, by the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who before men deigned 
to be reputed the son of Joseph, and was subject unto him. 

On account of this sublime dignity which God conferred on His most 
faithful servant, the Church has always most highly honored and praised 
the most blessed Joseph, next to his spouse the Virgin Mother of God, and 
has besought his intercession in times of trouble. 

And now that the Church is beset with enemies on every side . . . the Bish-
ops of the whole Catholic world have most humbly implored the Sover-
eign Pontiff, in their name and in the name of all the faithful confided to 
their care, to declare St. Joseph Patron of the Catholic Church. . . . There-
fore our most holy Lord, Pius IX, Pope, has been pleased to comply with 
the desires of the Prelates, and to commit to St. Joseph's powerful patron-
age himself and all the faithful, and has declared  St. Joseph Patron of the 
Catholic Church. 

Source of all : To Honor Saint Joseph, Imprimatur 1944 





The Litany of Saint Joseph 
Approved for public and private recital by His Holiness, Pope Pius X. March IS, 1909 















Prayer for a Happy Death 

 

O blessed Joseph, who didst yield thy last breath in the fond embrace of Jesus and 
Mary, when the seal of death shall close my career, come, holy father, with Jesus 
and Mary, to aid me and obtain for me this only solace which I ask for in that 
hour, to die encircled by their holy arms. Into your sacred hands, living and   
dying, I commend my soul, 0 Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.            Amen.                  

 

 

 Ejaculations 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I give you my heart and soul. 

 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, assist me in my last agony. 

 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, let me breathe forth my spirit in peace with you. 

 



Memorare to Saint Joseph 

Remember, O most pure Spouse of the Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph, my beloved   
patron, that never hath it been heard that any one invoked thy patronage and 
sought thine aid without being comforted. Inspired by this confidence, I come to thee 
and fervently commend myself to thee. Ah, despise not my petition, dear foster   
father of our Redeemer, but accept it graciously.         Amen. 

  




